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A&RI  CULTURE  AITI)  UATIOm  LEPER SE 

SUlviivIARY  OP  FOREIGN  LETELOPMERTS;  FIIILAITL;  On  the  first  of  May  there  was 
available  a total  of  only  70,000  tons  of  bread  grain,  incl.uding  22,000  tons 
expected  from  Sweden  and  10,000  tons  of  seed  for  winter  grain,  the  latter 
being  subject  to  use  only  in  case  of  extreme  necessity.  'I'nere  will  be 
required  for  consumption  between  May  1 and  September  15,  when  the  new  crop 
becomes  available,  a total  of  166,000  tons  of  bread  grain.  If  it  is  assumed 
tnat  there  will  arrive  in  the  meantime  from  North  and  South  America  shipments 
now  afloat,  as  well  as  cargoes  bought  and  still  unshipped,  the  foregoing 
indicated  shortage  of  around  96,000  tons  will  be  reduced  by  approximately 
50,000  tons.  This  would  still  leave  approximately  46,000  tons  to  be  imported 
in  the  period  mentioned.  The  Minister  of  Supply  has  indicated  that  the  grain 
should  be  shipped  from  transatlantic  ports  not  later  than  the  end  of  June 
next  if  it  is  to  be  available  when  needed. 

LENivlARK ; Rain  is  badly  needed  and  the  crop  appears  in  danger  from  continued 
cold  and  dry  weather.  The  anticipated  increase  in  butter  production  has  not 
materialised  and  caltle  are  still  unable  to  grase  pastures.  Butter  production 
is  now  about  40  percent  below  normal  but  exports  continue  as  planned.  A sum 
amounting  to  1,250,000  kroner  ($250,000)  was  made  available  to  farmers  by 
government  subsidies  in  March  to  enable  them  *o  buy  4,270  tons  of  seeds  for 
sowing  purposes. 
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ARBAITGEIaSHTS  HAVE  EEM  IIADE  BY  THE  DEEAETiIMT  OF  AGRICUL-TuKE  for  a group  of 
outstanding  young  Central  and  South  American  engineers  to  spend  a year  studying 
the  methods  and  techniques  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration.  The 
first  tvio  are  e:xpected  to  reach  iVashington  around  the  middle  of  June.  About 
naif  a dozen  others  are  expected  to  leave  their  respective  countries  within 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  plan  of  having  a group  of  engineers  from  the  other 
American  republics  spend  a year  as  student-members  of  the  REA  staff  was  the  out- 
growth of  a cooperative  effort  by  the  various  American  Governments  concerned,  to 
facilitate  and  expand  mutual  understanding  of  technical  electrification  problems. 

The  Coordinator  for  Commercial  and  Ciiltural  Relations  between  the  American  Re- 
publics nas  made  available  funds  to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  engineers 
from  the  Southern  republics  and  to  provide  each  of  them  a monthly  allowance  of 
$135  for  the  training  period  with  the  REA — equal  to  the  amount  paid  to  the  United 
States  engineering  trainees  whom  the  REA  takes  in  each  year. 

A CONTRACT  FOR  CPU  STRUCT  I QU  111  HARTFGRI).  COIBiECTICUT,  OF  200  DEIiOUlITAELE  HOUSING 

units  for  families — the  first  demountable  construction  ■under  the  Government's 

defense  "stopgap"  housing  program— ha.s  just  been  awarded  by  the  Farm  Sec-urity 
Administration  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  houses  v;ill  be  b'uilt  on  a 
20— acre  site.  A contract  for  six  62-men  demountable  dormitories  to  be  built  on 
the  same  site  for  single  men  was  let  last  week  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 
Construction  of  an  additional  100  or  150  demountable  houses  is  planned  in  the 
near  future  by  the  FSA  on  an  adjacent  10-acre  tract.  The  typical  house  will  ac- 
commodate four  persons  and  will  be  of  ’.vood-frame  construction,  featuring  pre- 
fabricated plyboard  paneling.  Additional  defense  housing  is  needed  in  Hartford 
for  aircraft  workers. 

SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  CLAUDE  R.  b'ICKARD  HASAHIOUECSD  that  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  is  moving  corn  out  of  the  middle  Uest  for  storage  in  B-uffalo,  Albany, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  other  eastern  cities  with  a view  to  maintaining 
ample  corn  reserves  in  that  section  of  the  country  to  meet  all  immediate  needs. 

The  Secretary  said  ten  and  one-half  million  bushels  wo'uld  be  placed  in  storage  in 
this  area.  About  half  of  this  amount  is  already  in  storage  in  the  area  or  in 
transit.  The  scheme  will  serve  a threefold  purpose:  It  will  assure  feeders, 
dair3men,  poultrymen,  and  cons'umers  in  the  Northeastern  territory  of  a reserve 
feed  supply  which  will  guard  against  any  transportation  shortage  which  might 
develop  due  to  the  defense  effort;  it  will  provide  consumers  in  that  area  with 
com  at  fairly  stable  price  levels  and  it  will  clear  out  space  now  occupied  in 
the  Middle  Jest  and  needed  for  the  storage  of  the  new  wheat  crop. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  THREE-DAY  NATIONAL  NUTRITION  COIMFSREHCE  FOR  DEFENSE,  which  opens 
in  V/ashington  May  26  will  be  asked  to  answer  seven  broad  questions  in  planning 
national  foods  needs: 
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1.  How  much  responsihili t7  shall  G-overnment  assume  and  what  shall  our  national 
economic  policy  he  with  respect  to  nutrition? 

2.  iVhat  is  the  most  effective  way  to  solve  the  twin  problems  of  undernutrition 
and  of  farm  surpluses? 

3.  How  can  we  send  to  Britain  the  food  she  needs  and  at  the  same  time  give  all 
American  families  a fairly  good  diet? 

4.  Can  nutritionally  adequate  diets  for  all  he  achieved  as  a result  of  the 
employment  and  wage  increases  to  he  expected  this  year  and  next? 

5.  Shall  we  attempt  to  promote  inexpensive  methods  of  distribution  of  all  basic 
foods  if  it  means  displacing  unneeded  workers  in  the  marketing  system? 

6.  Hhat  remedies  can  be  23roposed  for  preventing  widespread  nutrition  disabili- 
ties in  view  of  the  fact  that  nutritional  diseases  probably  constitute  our 
greatest  medical  problem,  not  from  the  point  of  view  of  deaths,  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  disability  and  economic  loss? 

7.  What  expansion  will  be  necessary  throughout  our  educational  system — in 
public  schools,  colleges,  and  medical  schools — to  facilitate  wider 
dissemination  of  nutrition  information  and  the  extension  of  opportunities 
for  adult  education  in  this  field? 

SUlvl.ARY  OF  FOREIGN  IDSVHLO?I.i:HgS:  GHmiAfiT;  The  combined  meat  and  fat  ration, 
except  butter,  of  farmers  will  be  reduced  effective  June  2 from  1,060  grams 
weekly  to  860  grams.  Since  the  farmers'  meat  ration  is  determined  by  the  total 
number  of  livestock,  it  may  be  assumed  thad  the  reduced  ration  is  an  indication 
of  reduced  livestock  numbers.  A reduction  of  20  percent  in  the  meat  rations  of 
other  consTomers,  effective  the  same  date,  is  a,  further  indication  that  livestock 
numbers  are  lower. 

Por  the  period  June  2 to  June  29  meat  rations  for  normal  consumers  will  be  re- 
duced by  100  grams  weekly,  or  from  500  grams  to  400  grams,  while  the  total  meat 
rations  for  heaviest  and  heavy  workers  will  be  cut  by  200  grams  weekly,  or  from 
1,200  grams  to  1,000  grams  and  from  1,000  grams  to  800  grams  respectively.  Meat 
rations  for  self— providers,  by  which  is  meant  farmers  or  breeders  who  slaughter 
their  own  livestock,  will  be  reduced  by  200  grams  weekly  per  person.  Meat  rations 
for  children  up  to  6 years,  and  for  "long  and  night"  workers  remain  unchanged. 
Indications  are  that  arrangements  will  be  made  for  an  exchange  of  bread  cards 
for  sugar  cards. 

The  German  press  attributes  the  reduction  in  the  meat  ration  to  unavoidable  dif- 
ficulties in  production  caused  by  the  war  and  an  increase  in  meat  consumption. 

The  press  points  out  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  German  meat  requirements  is 
normally  satisfied  by  the  sale  of  pork  products.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
it  is  claimed,  domestic  fodder  was  used  for  fattening  80  percent  of  the  hogs  and 
imported  fodder  for  the  remaining  20  percent.  It  is  now  admitted  that  tnis  20 
percent  deficit  cannot  be  taken  care  of  by  domestic  production.  Press  reports 
also  cite  the  prolonged  period  of  fastening  required  for  hogs  as  a further  handi- 
cap. This  period  results  from  the  lack  of  concentrates  and  the  necessity  of 
using  ordinary  fodder,  mainly  potatoes,  for  fattening  purposes.  The  butter  fat 
and  cheese  rations  reflect  more  favorable  cattle  conditions. 
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^ Tile  increase  in  the  consumption  of  meat  since  the  war  hegan  is  attri tubed  to  a 
number  of  reasons.  The  press  mentions  the  continued  expansion  of  the  armed 
t forces  and  the  fact  that  "millions  of  new  soldiers"  enjoy  more  generous  rations. 

f The  fa.ct  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  several  million  in  the  number  of 

heavy  and  heaviest  workers,  and  especially  long  and  night  workers,  is  also  given 
as  a cause  of  increased -meat  consumption.  A further  drain  on  meat  supplies  is 
reported  as  being  caused  by  the  2,000,000  prisoners  of  war  to  which  must  be 
added,  as  an  additional  burden,  330,000  Serbian  prisoners,  and  appro xim.ately 
1,000,000  foreign  workers  now  being  fed  in  Germany. 

PORTUGAL ; Reliable  trade  sources  indicate  that  the  1941  wheat  crop  is  expected 
to  be  between  450,000  and  500,000  metric  tons  (17,000,000  and  18,000,000  bushels) 
and  that  such  a crop  would  suffice  for  the  country's  needs  provided  the  present 
mixture  of  corn  and  wheat  flour  is  continued  until  the  1942  crop. 
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